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Meetings

April meeting 

The penultimate indoor meeting of the session will take place on Thursday 14th April at 7.30 pm in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, Lilybank Gardens.  At this meeting 

Dr Hugh Sinclair, 

The University of Edinburgh,

will talk on

Can long term changes in climate affect the growth of mountain ranges?

For the last two decades, one of the great challenges in understanding the growth of mountain ranges (orogenesis), has been to determine the impact of long term climate change. It has been proposed that the transition into a cool world dominated by icecaps since around 2.7 million years ago has caused global accelerations in the erosion of mountain landscapes. The proposed result is topographic rejuvenation of inactive mountain ranges and accelerated sediment flux to rivers and coastlines. If this were true, it would undermine notions of the present being the key to the past, and would suggest we are living amongst anomalous and transient landscapes relative to most of earth history.

May meeting 

Members’ Night

The final indoor meeting of session 153 is on Thursday 12th May.  We anticipate the usual mix of short talks and displays.  There is still plenty room in the programme for more talks and there is always display space for any interesting specimens or photographs from excursions.  And this will be your last chance to buy a field guide before the field season gets into full swing.  However, they are all available on our web site.  The talks will include Tim Hunter on his BSES expedition to Svalbard last summer, Jim Morrison on An Garradh -  

Mull's mystic magnificence and Margaret Greene on the new Scottish Geodiversity Forum and activities of Strathclyde Geoconservation Group.

Please contact the Hon. Secretary if you wish to take part in Members’ Night.

Notices

Scottish Geodiversity Forum

At the inaugural meeting on 19th March an executive committee was elected consisting of Angus Miller (chair), Mike Browne (vice-chair), Mihaela Newton (secretary), Linda Mckee (treasurer), Margaret Greene (membership secretary) and Ordinary members Seonaid Leishman, Katerina Braun, Beverly Bergman, with Colin Macfadyen as the SNH representative.

Individuals may joins as well as organisations such as ourselves.  In any matters requiring a vote the Society will have one vote and individual members also one vote.  The forum web site is at:

www.scottishgeodiversityforum.org where you will find the details of how to join as an individual member.

Scottish parliament – geodiversity petition

The petition which many of you signed will continue into the next parliament; however, the make-up of the committee will be different.  At its last meeting the committee “recommended that the Petitioner [Dr Mike Browne] be involved in the future discussions of 'BGS, SNH and others'.” In getting this far we are all grateful  to Anne McLaughlin MSP (SNP) who has championed our cause throughout.

Family Fossil Fun Day

Trees of Rock

Saturday 16th April, 11 am to 3 pm

Fossil Grove in Victoria Park

Glasgow G14 1BN

This event is being organised by Katerina Braun, our youth outreach rep. and is sponsored by Glasgow City Council, the British Sedimentological Research Group, the Palaeontological Association and ourselves.  For children, there will be fossil casting, jelly coring and a fossil lucky dip.  Come along and find out how the fossils were discovered and how they were formed in the first place.

Excursions

Residential Field Excursion Autumn 2011: Ardnamurchan

Friday 9th to Monday 12th September

Dr David  Brown of the School of Geographical & Earth Sciences, University of Glasgow will lead an excursion to the western end of the Ardnamurchan peninsula.  As there will be no further billets after this one, please register your interest with Katerina Braun, katerina.braun@scottwilson.com, or by mail via the Hon. Secretary. Registering your interest would not commit you to attending the trip, however Katerina will be able to send you a booking form as soon as more details are available.

Day excursions

All the day excursions have been well supported and full details are on the web site.  The Ballachulish excursion has a small number of places as does the one to St Andrews whose date is still to be confirmed.

Subscriptions

If you require to set up a Bankers Standing Order (which is the Society's preferred arrangement) as your routine method for future payments (payment for the next session's membership falls due on the 1st October), please notify the Membership Secretary, who can provide you with the appropriate form to arrange this with your bank.

Alternatively you can download this form from the membership section of the Society’s website and follow the instructions given there.

Address changes:   The Society maintains the only mailing list of Society members. If you are changing your postal address or your e-mail address, do not forget to let the Membership Secretary know by post, e-mail or telephone. Otherwise billets and SJG mailings go astray.

Membership Secretary:    Dr. R A Painter, 1a Alexandra Avenue, Lenzie,  GLASGOW 

G66 5BE     Tel.:-  0141 777 7145:      e-mail:-  gsgmemsec@ntlworld.com

New Members:   We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:-

Ms J Rankin

Helensburgh

Mrs M G Anderson
Glasgow

Mr D A Watson
Glasgow

Mr A Salvona

Glasgow

Mrs P K Painter
Lenzie

Mrs K C Boyd

Bearsden

Mr G E Hemmings
Ayr

Mr J P McLellan
Stevenston

Edinburgh Geological Society - lectures

13th April Chris Sangster (Scotgold Resources) Gold in Scotland with reference to Scotgold’s Grampian Gold 
Project

All details at: www.edinburghgeolsoc.org 

Aberdeen Geological Society

5th May  Prof. Peter Clift, University of Aberdeen, Climatic evolution, its impact on rivers and human 
societies in Asia since the Last Glacial Maximum Thursday 

Highland Geological Society

27th April Christine Thompson, National Museums Scotland A slice of Devonian life: Rhynie chert goes 
under the microscope

The next billet, or to use its new name Newsletter, the first for session 154 will be with you in mid-September.  Meanwhile, Council hopes you will have a profitable summer field season.  The web site is now the place to go for up to date information about excursions and other events.
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