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Welcome to the 153rd session of the Geological Society of Glasgow.  We can look forward to an exciting and varied programme of evening lectures and, during the winter season, we will be putting together another full programme of excursions, evening, day and week-end ones for next summer.  During this session we will have the launch of the Society’s new website.  The three geoconservation groups, which are formally subcommittees of the Society, continue to work hard bringing geology to the notice of their local communities and seeking to safeguard vulnerable sites for the future.  These groups are: Geodiversity: Argyll and the Islands, Geoconservation Dumfries and Galloway and Strathclyde Geoconservation Group.

As this mailing includes your membership card for the new session, we have decided to send you the first billet in paper copy even though you may have already notified us that you wish it electronically.  And may we encourage you to consider changing to electronic delivery if you do not already receive it this way.  Just email the Hon. Secretary - geolsocglas@uk2.net.  And if you currently pay your annual subscription by cheque, we would encourage you to complete an application for it to be paid by Banker’s Standing order, details below
Meetings


October meeting:

The first indoor meeting of session 153 will take place on Thursday 14th October 2010 at 7.30 pm in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, Lilybank Gardens. 

Professor Brian Bluck

of the University of Glasgow

will talk on

The Old Red Sandstone in relation to the Highland Boundary Fault

The Old Red Sandstone rocks of the Midland Valley have been considered to have formed as the molasse derived from the rising Dalradian block but age determinations of both the Dalradian and Old Red Sandstone has ruled this out. This has left us with two problems: where has all the >1.2 million cubic kilometres of sediment derived from the Dalradian uplift gone to, and where did the thick and coarse sediments of the Old Red Sandstone come from?

 

Rocks exposed at Balmaha shed light on the source of the Old Red Sandstone. Resting unconformably on the Highland Border Complex, these conglomerates were derived from the SE and were deposited in an alluvial fan which extended further NW by some distance. However, as the succession is traced to the NE, along the trace of the Highland Boundary Fault, four conglomerates similar in disposition to the one at Balmaha are cut out by the fault, giving a sequence which is c. 4 km thick.  When all these conglomerates are projected to their original position, they extend some 13 km to the NW, either over Highland Border Complex or Dalradian rocks.

 

The Lorne Plateau lava sequence, older than 425 Ma, rests on an eroded surface of Dalradian rocks and would have extended further to the south. By comparison with the rate of erosion of lava escarpments elsewhere they could easily have extended well into the Midland Valley, leaving the Dalradian surface a flat erosion surface at that time. It was upon this surface or the Highland Border Complex that the Old Red Sandstone at Balmaha rested. The source and sediments at Balmaha were later submerged by a sandstone cover which was deposited by an exceptionally large river which flowed to the NW and possibly cut into the receding escarpment of the Lorne lavas.

November meeting

The second indoor meeting of session 153 will take place on Thursday 11th November 2009 at 7.30 pm in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, Lilybank Gardens. 

Mr Brett Collins

TerraDat UK Ltd Glasgow 

will talk on

An Introduction to Shallow Geophysics for Engineering 
and Environmental Ground Investigations
This talk aims at delivering a broad introduction to some of the techniques TerraDat apply in the field, together with Scottish case studies to illustrate their application. We work at all scales ranging from broad regional studies (geothermal energy, gravity mapping, mineral exploration, geological modelling) through major engineering projects (pipeline routes, power station installations, shallow hydrocarbon exploration) down to local site investigations (contaminated land, unexploded ordnance, geotechnical studies).

Our work is carried out using non-invasive methods with the latest equipment to produce the highest quality solutions.  TerraDat is a leader in state-of-the-art Geophysical Site Investigation and Geological Mapping. 

December meeting

The December meeting is the AGM and some short topical talks.  The success of the Society relies on the continuing support of our members and the time and commitment of those who volunteer to serve on Council.  Our lecture room can hold at least twice as many as normally attend so are you able to recruit a new member for us?  There are always jobs on Council for willing hands and over the coming weeks we shall be seeking new members for election at the AGM on 9th December.

Notices

Subscriptions

Annual subscriptions for Session 153 are due from 1 October, 2010 at the following rates:-


Ordinary Membership: £20   


Associate Membership (available to those over 60, or spouses of Ordinary Members, or 



members of the Edinburgh Geological Society: £10)


Junior Membership (available to those under 25, or full time undergraduates): £5

Note that the Scottish Journal of Geology is only sent to Ordinary Members and to those Junior members who pay an annual supplement of £5.

Method of Payment

Cheques, made payable to Geological Society of Glasgow, should be sent to the Membership Secretary unless a Bankers Standing Order has been signed. Please indicate the Member for whom payment is being made if not apparent from the cheque e.g. a cheque from 'Anyone' paying for a member 'Someone else'.

Members who currently pay by cheque

Please note that the membership card enclosed with this billet indicates our expectation that you intend to renew your membership subscription for Session 153. If you have an existing Bankers Standing Order this should happen automatically. If you currently pay by cheque then please remember to send in your subscription to the Membership Secretary for Session 153 at the address below. 

Membership Secretary:   Dr. R A Painter, 1a Alexandra Avenue, Lenzie, GLASGOW G66 5BE

        Tel.:-  0141 777 7145:      e-mail:-  gsgmemsec@ntlworld.com

If you would like to make future payments by Bankers Standing Order (this is the preferred method of payment from the Society's point of view), please advise the Membership Secretary when you send in your cheque for this year. We will send you a Bankers Standing Order form so you can arrange to make future payments via your bank.

Address changes

 The Society maintains the only mailing list of Society members* and any changes should be sent by post or e-mail or communicated by telephone to the Membership Secretary.

* Labels for all mailings, including the Scottish Journal of Geology are produced by the Society from the membership record.

Membership Card

The enclosed card not only gives information on the lecture programme, but can also be used to provide proof of membership when necessary. To validate it you need to add your name and reference number, which is printed on the mailing label used for this billet. The number will also be repeated on the label for the next billet or can be obtained from the Membership Secretary at any time by phone, e-mail or post. 

When joining the University Library, proof of identity e.g. photo driving licence, passport, travel card, matriculation card (through an Adult Education Class) will also be required, in addition to the presentation of a membership card for Session 153.

New Members:   We extend a warm welcome to the following new members:

Mrs J Hickman
Kishorn

Dr A. Highton

Biggar

Mr S MacDonald
Eaglesham

Miss S I D Telfer
Glasgow
GSG-EGS Joint Celebrity Lecture

As the Edinburgh Geological Society will be hosting this session's lecture and as their meetings are on Wednesday evenings, this is advance notice that the speaker will be Professor Iain Stewart of television fame but also a local graduate.  His lecture will be on Wednesday, 2nd February 2011.

GSG at the GSC – Scottish Festival of Geology event

September is the month of the Scottish Festival of Geology and as part of this annual celebration of our rocky heritage, the Society had a stand in the Glasgow Science Centre on Saturday 4th September to coincide with the GSC's launch of its own month of Celebration of Science.  Our stand gets bigger and better each year and many Council members and other willing helpers provided materials for activities for visitors as well as a large selection of specimens, maps and photographs.  In hindsight, we could easily have attended on both Saturday and Sunday of the weekend to attract more interested people – adults and children. 

Strathclyde Geoconservation Group 

Assessment Workshop.

Saturday 6th November, 10.am till midday in the Gregory Building, University of Glasgow

SGG would like to invite members of the Society to the above workshop.  Not only will you get a taste of what the group is all about, but if you have a favourite site you will be able to assess it for yourself using the tool developed by UKRIGS 

This group, probably better known to you by its former name Strathclyde RIGS, aims to identify sites which have interesting geology and which should be brought to the attention of the appropriate local authority for conservation purposes or can also be used to explain geology to the general public by way of a simple geological trail leaflet.

The first process in deciding how suitable a site is for either of these purposes is by using an assessment tool  which grades access, geological interest, educational value etc.  Although this tool is relatively simple to use it can be quite subjective, so we have decided to hold a workshop at which we will discuss two sites and their assessment sheets.  The sites will be ‘virtually’ visited, that is, photographs and background will be presented to give as full a picture as possible so that even if you have not visited them personally you will have a good idea of what is there.

The possibility of a follow up visit to a selected site at a future date will be discussed at the workshop.  All suggestions are welcome.  If you would like more information please do not hesitate to approach a member of the group at the next Society meeting or email Strathrigs@tiscali.co.uk. 
Rockwatch

Volcano Fun Day on Saturday 9th October has been organised by Katerina Braun on behalf of this Society, the Edinburgh Geological Society and the Volcanic and Magmatic Studies Group of the Geological Society of London.  The venue is the Holyrood Park Education centre, 1 Queen's Drive, Edinburgh EH8 8HG from 11 am to 3 pm and is for 8-12 year olds.  For information, email rockwatchscotland@googlemail.com  or see

 www.4dventure.com/UserFiles/Documents/RockwatchScotland - Volcano Fun Day.pdf

Grants to young people

The Society awarded two grants last session to Meriel Young from Blairgowrie, who will be entering first year university on a geology programme about now, and to Timothy Hunter from Ayr, who is now on a gap year before he starts university.  Both were on the 5-week expedition to Svalbard organised by BSES Expeditions which undertook a variety of science projects as well as quite adventurous activities in Oscar II Land in the western part of the island of Spitsbergen.  We will be able to learn first hand about their adventures in a future Members’ Night

Fossil Grove

The Fossil Grove Trust has been reconstituted and the Hon. Secretary is one of the new trustees.  This has happened thanks to the efforts of the Society and the Strathclyde Geoconservation Group (formerly called Strathclyde RIGS) which was instrumental in forming a steering group which brings together representatives of our Society and Strathclyde Geoconservation Group, Scottish Natural Heritage, Glasgow Life (formerly Museums which previously oversaw the Grove), and Land and Environmental Services of Glasgow City Council.

Fossil wood on Bute

Fossil wood hit the national press in May when The Mail on Sunday ran an article on Elsa Henderson's research and collection of fossil trees from the shore south of Rothesay.  An article co-authored with Dr Falcon-Lang appeared in our Journal in the May 2010 issue (Vol. 46, No. 1).
Engaging with geodiversity – why it matters

1st December 2010, Our Dynamic Earth, Edinburgh from 9.00 am to 5.00 pm

Speakers include: Roseanna Cunningham MSP Minister for Environment 

Iain Stewart, Plymouth University and Stuart Monro OBE of Our Dynamic Earth 

This national conference will be an exploration of the concept, its relationship to biodiversity, and its integration in environmental management, planning, tourism and education.  Other speakers include:

Hugh Barron - British Geological Survey, Andrew Black - Wallingford HydroSolutions Ltd, Mike Browne -  GeoConservationUK, Colin Campbell - Macaulay Institute, John Gordon - Scottish Natural Heritage, Murray Gray - University of London, Jim Hansom - University of Glasgow, Matthew Hawkins - Cairngorms National Park Authority, Simon Rennie - Central Scotland Green Network, Mike Thomas - University of Stirling,     Des Thompson - Scottish Natural Heritage, Chris Woodley-Stewart - North Pennines AONB Partnership

The meeting is organised by: British Geological Survey, British Society of Soil Science, Royal Scottish Geographical Society and Scottish Natural Heritage.  For details see: www.rsgs.org/events/Geodiversity_flyer.pdf. 

Kelvin Valley Park

The Hon Secretary has recently received a full-colour, very informative Guidebook to Exploring the Kelvin Valley with maps and information on walks, cycleways and the history of the area. The area was designated a Site of Importance for Nature Conservation (SINC) in 1998 by North Lanarkshire Council.  For further information please visit www.kelvinvalleypark.info. 

Roderick Murchison and the Permian

During the summer, the Society was informed that the Ural Scottish Society was unveiling a commemorative plaque to Roderick Murchison on the banks of the Chusovaya river.  Following his expeditions to the region in 1841 as part of an international team with Russian and French geologists, he named the rocks there ‘Permian’.  A party from the Ural Scottish Society visited Inverness in April and were hosted by the Inverness Field Club.  Murchison was born in Tarradale, Easter Ross.

Saltopus elginensis – 100 years on

The holotype specimen of this small reptile has returned to its home area 100 years after its first description and is now in Elgin Museum on temporary loan from the natural History Museum, London.  In addition the museum has on permanent display many local Old Red Sandstone fish and reptiles from the Permian and Triassic as well as trackways.  Well worth a visit if you are in the area.
Using British Stone in Building
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Rob Strachan, Ian Alsop, Clark Friend and Suzanne Miller



The Society was represented by three members at a seminar organised by Stancliffe Stone, a major supplier of dimension stone in the UK for new build and renovation.  In renovation and conservation projects it is essential to source a stone which matches the physical properties of the original.  Subsequently one of the Society day excursions was to Locharbriggs quarry near Dumfries which is operated by Stancliffe Stone.

Excursion Guide to the Moine

A few weeks ago the Society received the first copies of this new guide which is published jointly with the Edinburgh Geological Society and the National Museums of Scotland.  It retails at £17.99 and will be available for members after the lectures at a price of £14.40.  And by mail order for an additional £2.90 for P&P.  In full colour and larger format with 298 pages, it is quite large for a field guide but gives a very comprehensive coverage of the Northern Highlands with 14 excursions including one along the Great Glen fault, the SE boundary of the area covered. 

Courses from ‘DACE’, University of Glasgow – information from Mike Keen
Those of you who have received the brochure from DACE will perhaps have noticed that it is does not have ‘Department of Adult and Continuing Education’ on the cover. This is because the department no longer exists. It is now a part of the School of Education within the College of Social Sciences! However, the entity that was the old department is still there, but nobody can decide what to call it as it does not fit into the new university structure. So, inside the brochure we are still named ‘DACE’, and this is still part of the address, but now the letters don’t stand for anything, it is just a name. You will also have noticed that the course fees have increased this year by some 25%. I am afraid there is nothing we can do about this – it is university driven. It could have been much worse, but DACE fought a tough battle to limit the increases. The Open Programme in particular has been under fire from the university authorities, and unfortunately fees will rise in the future as the university has to increase its income to counter falling government grants. However, on the bright side DACE and the Open Programme have survived, and we have a varied programme of evening and daytime classes in geology. Brochures can be obtained by phoning 0141 330 1829, but can also be seen online at www.glasgow.ac.uk/dace. Enrolment can be by phone at 0141 330 1860/1853, or by sending a completed enrolment form to DACE (address on form, which is found at the back of the brochure).

The Certificate Course this year is ‘Introduction to the composition and structure of the Earth’, which covers the Earth’s internal structure, plate tectonics, rocks and minerals. Certificate courses are based on the undergraduate courses at Glasgow University and are more rigorous than classes in the ‘Open’ programme. 

THE OPEN PROGRAMME

Day Event

I am  pleased to inform you that Roger Anderton has agreed to give a study day on ‘The Dalradian Rocks of Scotland’. Many of you know Roger from his field trips for the Society, so this course will be a real treat. It takes place on Saturday 19th February 2011, and is already filling up.

Evening Classes

These are given in the Gregory Building, Lilybank Gardens, 7.30-9.30pm.

Introducing Geology given by Mike Keen is running on Tuesday evenings from 7th October, and is designed for beginners, covering the whole spectrum of geology from plate tectonics, rocks, minerals, and fossils, to the geology of Scotland – all in ten sessions!

Classic British Geology

This course is being given by members of the university, including Iain Allison, Brian Bell, Davey Brown, Chris Burton, John Faithfull, Mike Keen, and Jim MacDonald. Areas covered will be as diverse as Skye, the Isle of Wight, and Argyll. This runs on Wednesday evenings from 6th October.

Day time classes

The Rocks of Scotland

Thursdays, 14.00-16.00 commencing 7th October, Mike Keen. This course is about rocks, and is not intended to be a ‘geology of Scotland’, although there will obviously be a lot of geology on the way. The course is scheduled for the Gregory Building lecture theatre, so there will be ample opportunity for looking at specimens. Treat it as a revision on rock classification, with an examination of how and when they formed, how they relate to the landscape, and how we have used them in farming, industry, buildings and so on.

Britain’s Offshore Geology

Fridays 11.00-13.00 commencing 14th January 2011, Chris Burton. A repeat of a course given a few years ago, examining offshore geology, stuctures, hydrocarbons, as well as a look at some of the remoter isles of Britain.
Fieldtrips - As usual we plan a series of day excursions during the spring and summer months, Wednesdays from 20th April 2011.
Study Tour

The study tour this session is planned for Asturias in northern Spain.  It will be led by Dr. Alberto Perez-Huerta, assisted by myself.  Alberto was in the Dept. of Geographical and Earth Sciences at Glasgow for several years, but is now based in Alabama, USA. He had promised to lead a trip while at Glasgow, and agreed on this trip as he was leaving Glasgow (almost literally!).  This region of Spain is not so well known as other areas, but has an amazing array of Palaeozoic and Mezozoic rocks seen in the Cantabrian Cordillera. The best know area is the Picos de Europa. We will probably be based at Ovieda, the capital of Asturias. At the time of writing the dates have not yet been finalised, but I have been having discussions with tour operators. The most likely route is Edinburgh to Madrid by Easyjet, spending a night in the vicinity of Madrid, and picking up our coach there for the tour (5 hours from Oviedo). However, another possibility is Aer Lingus, Glasgow via Dublin to Bilboa or Santiago de Compostella. At the moment neither airline has published its timetable for next year, or its prices. Further details will be available in the near future, and will be sent to all those registering an interest with DACE.

Edinburgh Geological Society - lectures

13th Oct
Dr Dave Chew (Trinity College, Dublin) The proto-Andes: a long-lived margin in 




South America

27th Oct 
Professor Paul Smith (Birmingham University)  Maps, Mountains and Madness – Charles 


Lapworth and the Highlands Controversy

10th Nov        
Presentation of the Clough Medal to Professor Colin Ballantyne (St Andrews University)



After the Ice: Holocene landscape evolution in the Scottish Highlands

24th Nov         
Professor Jon Davidson (Durham University)  New Perspectives in Understanding How 



Volcanoes Work

8th Dec         Fellows' Night and Social Evening
All  details at: www.edinburghgeolsoc.org 

Highland Geological Society

Wed 27th October Dr. Clive Rice, University of Aberdeen The mining history of Scotland and the potential for further discoveries
Wed 10th November  John Macdonald, University of Liverpool Current research in the Lewisian of NW Scotland
Wed 1st December  AGM and Quiz
Dr Iain Allison, Honorary Secretary

The Geological Society of Glasgow, 

c/o School of Geographical and Earth Sciences,

 Gregory Building, University of Glasgow, 

Glasgow  G12  8QQ

Tel.: 0141 330 4816/4752, Fax.: 0141 330 3661

email: geolsocglas@uk2.net
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